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SUBJECT: VISIT OF SPANISH SOCIALIST DEMOCRATIC LEADER 
FELIPE GONZALES 

SUMMARY: SPANISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LEADER FELIPE 
GONZALES VISITED SPD CHAIRMAN BRANDT IN BONN ON DEC. 

17. HE TOLD BRANDT THAT DEMOCRATIC REFORM OF THE 
SPANISH POLITICAL SYSTEM WAS NOT EASY AND WOULD TAKE 
TIME BUT THAT IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE SPANISH GOV- 
ERNMENT TO MOVE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. FOLLOWING THE 
VISIT. BRANDT CALLED UPON THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT TO 
RELEASE POLITICAL PRISONERS. REPEAL THE ANTI- 
TERRORIST LAW AND PERMIT FREEDOM TO ORGANIZE TRADE UNIONS 
AND POLITICAL PARTIES. THE SPD LEADER STRESSED THAT THE 
FUTURE RELATIONS BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE EUROPEAN DEMO- 
CRACIES DEPENDED UPON THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT TAKING 
THE NECESSARY STEPS TOWARDS DEMOCRACY. END SUMMARY 

1. SPANISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LEADER FELIPE GONZALES 
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PAID A BRIEF VISIT ON SPD CHAIRMAN WILLY BRANDT DEC. 17. 
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GONZALES CAME TO BONN AFTER ATTENDING THE COUNCIL OF 
EUROPE MEETING IN PARIS. SPD INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY 
DINGELS, WHO ATTENDED THE MEETING, SAID THAT IT WAS 
CLEAR THAT GONZALES WAS AWARE THAT DEMOCRATIC REFORM OF 
THE SPANISH POLITICAL SYSTEM WAS NOT EASY AND WOULD 
TAKE TIME. HOWEVER, KING JUAN CARLOS, GONZALES STRESSED, 
MUST BE MADE TO REALIZE THAT HE COULD NOT WAIT TOO LONG 
BEFORE TAKING THE NECESSARY STEPS. GONZALES SAID IT 
WAS NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN PRESSURE ON THE SPANISH GOV- 
ERNMENT TO MOVE SPAIN TOWARDS DEMOCRACY. 

2. DINGELS SAID THAT HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH GONZALES' 
INTELLIGENCE AND BALANCED VIEWS. GONZALES' MAJOR 
TASK, ACCORDING TO DINGELS, WAS TO BUILD THE PSOE S 
POLITICAL ORGANIZATION. IF THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT 
PERMITS GONZALES TO DO SO WILL BE AN INDICATION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S REAL INTENTIONS TOWARDS DEMOCRATIC REFORMS. 
IT WAS A GOOD SIGN, DINGELS FELT, THAT THE SPANISH GOV- 
ERNMENT NOW PERMITTED GONZALES TO TRAVEL ON AN 
UNRESTRICTED PASSPORT. DINGELS COMMENTED THAT THERE WAS 
HOPE IN SPAIN THAT SPANISH INTERIOR MINISTER FRAGA WOULD 

BE A FORCE FOR INCREASED LIBERALIZATION. 

3. ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE, DINGELS SAID IT WAS HIS 
IMPRESSION THAT THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT WAS NOT MOVING 
QUICKLY ENOUGH. FOR EXAMPLE, HE SAID, THE AMNESTY 
GRANTED BY THE GOVERNMENT WAS NOT AS WIDE-SWEEPING AS 
HAD BEEN HOPED FOR. 

4. FOLLOWING THE GONZALES VISIT, SPD CHAIRMAN WILLY 
BRANDT ISSUED A PRESS STATEMENT SUPPORTING GONZALES CALL 
FOR: A) RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, B) REPEAL OF 

THE ANTI-TERRORISM LAW, C) FREEDOM OF PRESS AND ASSEMBLY, 
AND D) FREEDOM TO ORGANIZE TRADE UNIONS AND POLITICAL 
PARTIES. BRANDT SAID THAT HE REALIZED THAT DEMOCRATIC 
REFORMS IN SPAIN WOULD BE DIFFICULT AND TAKE 
TIME. HE STRESSED, HOWEVER, THAT THE FUTURE RELATIONS 
OF SPAIN TO THE EUROPEAN DEMOCRACIES DEPENDED UPON THE 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT TAKING THE NECESSARY ACTIONS TO BRING 
ABOUT DEMOCRACY. BRANDT ALSO PLEDGED SPD SUPPORT FOR 
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THE SPANISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 
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